Philip R. Hardin, M.D.
June 3, 1941 - April 16, 2021

Philip R. Hardin departed this Earth on Friday April 16, 2021 surrounded by family at
home.
He was born June 3, 1941 in Ranger, Texas, and adopted/raised by L.C. Hardin & Erma
Looney Hardin of Sweetwater, Texas. He married Judith Burke on September 1, 1962 in
Sweetwater, Texas. He was a National Merit Scholarship finalist and the first of his family
to graduate high-school. He attended Rice University in Houston, Texas on a full
scholarship, and graduated with a Bachelors of Science. He obtained a Masters degree at
Texas Technological University in Lubbock, Texas; completed medical school at University
of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, Texas; internship at McKay-Dee Memorial Hospital
in Ogden, Utah; and a residency in dermatology at the University of Texas Medical Branch
in Galveston, Texas. Dr. Hardin achieved double Board Certification in Dermatology in
1975 and Dermatopathology in 1982.
He began his dermatology career serving two years as Chief of Dermatology at the Naval
Hospital in Corpus Christi, Texas where he was also a Lieutenant Commander. After
honorable discharge from the Navy in 1976, he moved to Mountain Home to open his
private practice at Pigeon Creek Medical Clinic where he served our local residents for
forty-four years. Dr. Hardin also maintained a satellite practice at Burton Creek Clinic in
West Plains, Missouri on Wednesdays for thirty-one years. In addition, he served on the
consulting staff of the Baxter Regional Medical Center and Ozarks Medical Center.
Dr. Hardin was a Fellow in good standing with the American Academy of Dermatology, the
American Society of Dermatopathology, and the American Society for Dermatologic
Surgery. He has been a member of the American Medical Association as well as a Life
Member of the Arkansas Medical Society. He was a board certified Dermatologist and
Dermatopathologist in Arkansas, Missouri, and Texas.
Dr. Hardin loved his work, cared greatly for the health of his patients, and at times
removed skin cancers, receiving thanks with gifts of locally caught fish and venison or
beautifully handmade crafts. His staff was like family and he was able to work alongside
his daughter Laurie for twenty-six of his forty-four years in private practice.
Outside work his interests included: photography, writing poetry, music, handmade knife
collecting, hunting, canoeing, hiking, geology, and growing orchids, roses, and hot

peppers.
Dr. Hardin lived a meaningful life with honesty and integrity. Upon retirement he stated, "It
has been a privilege and a pleasure to contribute to the health and comfort of the
residents of this area and I would like to express my sincere thanks to all my patients for
their trust and support."
He is survived by his wife of fifty-eight years, Judy; by his children: Deborah, Laurie (Jeff),
and Erik (Lindsey); his grandchildren: Dylan, Meadow, Cora, Kaiden, and Ash; brother,
Lewis C. Hardin (Truby); cousins: Norman K. Burtt and Rebecca Saikin (Philip & baby
Kennedy), and life long friend, Edward W. Tuthill. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to your favorite charity.
Services for family will be private. A public remembrance will be held at Big Spring Park in
Cotter, Arkansas from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the pavilion on Sunday, April 25, 2021.
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Remembrance Service04:00PM - 06:00PM
Big Spring Park
Big Spring Pkwy, Cotter, AR, US, 72626

Comments

“

Judi , Laurie, Eric and Deborah, I am so sorry for this huge loss. He was a man of
many talents and interest. The obituary was really beautiful. I wish I could have made
it to Cotter. We had guest that weekend. My thoughts and prayers are with you all.
Wishing you peace and comfort,
God Bless
Susan Wallace

susan wallace - April 30, 2021 at 02:52 PM

“

Dr Hardin was truly one of the most amazing men I've ever known.
He was a brilliant physician. I trusted him completely.
Our community has suffered a great loss.
My heart goes out to his beautiful loving family.
I am so incredibly sorry. I will pray for comfort and peace.
love to all,
Angie VanDolah

Angie VanDolah - April 30, 2021 at 08:28 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with your family.
Thankful for Dr. Hardin’s contribution to our community.

Bill & Lyn Keaster - April 24, 2021 at 09:52 AM

“

Phil Hardin was one of the smartest people I have ever known, not only in his chosen
profession, but in a myriad of other subjects. He told it like it was, a trait I have
always appreciated in physicians, and his dry sense of humor was also well-known
and loved by friends, family and patients alike, because he was also the consummate
professional in his practice! He was passionate about his "favorite things", willingly
and patiently sharing his expertise and joy in photography, poetry, music, flowers and
those beautiful, collectible handmade knives, to name a few, with everyone who
wanted to learn more. A fine, kind, funny man and a life well-lived indeed - the world
will be a poorer place without him. Prayers and love to you Judy, Debbie, Laurie, Eric
and Lindsey, we feel your sorrow.
Robin Hawkins

Robin S. Hawkins - April 22, 2021 at 06:45 PM

“

Dr. Hardin you will be so missed. One of the very best of Doctors I've ever met.
Prayer's sent to family.

Sharon A Blacksher - April 22, 2021 at 01:00 PM

“

We are saddened to hear of Philip’s passing. He was a dedicated physician and
leaves behind a beautiful family. He will be missed.
Richard and Donna Burnett

Richard and Donna Burnett - April 22, 2021 at 10:44 AM

“

My prayers and sympathy got out to Dr. Hardin's family. He was a skilled doctor and
had a very dry sense of humor. He will be greatly missed.

Sharon Neumann - April 21, 2021 at 08:14 PM

“

Debbie I'm so sorry to hear about your dad. I know the pain of loosing a parent. You
and your family are in our prayers.
Donna Tancsa-Frentz

Donna Frentz - April 20, 2021 at 11:27 AM

“

My prayers and sympathy to the Hardin family at this difficult time. Dr. Hardin took
great care of me and I will forever be grateful to him, and his wonderful office staff. I
loved his beautiful nature photos adorning the walls as well as hearing the classical
music playing throughout while he was performing his surgical procedures. He may
have had a dry sense of humor, but he sure knew his stuff and was always
professional and kind to me. I'll miss him.

Tammy Hensley - April 19, 2021 at 07:12 PM

“

Phil was a trusted colleague and my personal dermatologist for many years. We
appreciated him and he will be truly missed.
Jack Wilson

Jack Wilson - April 19, 2021 at 12:59 PM

“

We enjoyed many meals and fun times with the Hardins! Phil was a very smart man,
Knowledgeable on many subjects. He was so dedicated to his patients that he
became a dermo- pathologist. We were lucky to have such a knowledgeable and
caring doctor in our community!

Ellen and Pete Mackercher - April 19, 2021 at 11:10 AM

“

Our prayers go out to Dr. Hardin's family. We have enjoyed his dry sense of humor
also for many years. He was a great doctor and will be missed.
Terry & Sandy Behrendsen

Terry Behrendsen - April 19, 2021 at 07:42 AM

“

My heartfelt sympathy.

Lou Annis Kelley - April 18, 2021 at 08:05 PM

“

Phil was a very caring and considerate man. He was the best big brother a person
could have and I was proud he was mine.
He taught me many things through life, some our parents probably wished he hadn’t.
He was active in the Gun Club and taught me how to shoot and all about firearms.
Phil was a great doctor and truly loved helping people.
He will be missed more than I can say.
Lewis C. Hardin

L.C. Hardin - April 18, 2021 at 02:45 PM

“

I had a nasty facial scar and Dr. Hardin cut it off, down to the skin. It looked awful but
he sewed it up and now I cannot see where the injury was. He was very proud of his
handiwork and had his wife come in to see it.

anita hayden - April 18, 2021 at 08:50 AM

“

We always appreciated Dr. Hardin’s professionalism and dry sense of humor.
Sympathies to his family.

Diane & Joe Stefan - April 17, 2021 at 01:57 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Dr. Hardin's passing . My heartfelt sympathy for the family in this
time of sorrow . Josephine Diane Neal

Josephine Diane Neal - April 17, 2021 at 09:26 AM

“

Phil was my doctor for over 35 years. He and his staff always treated me with the
utmost courtesy and respect. I will miss his beautiful photos that adorned his waiting
rooms, and will miss talking with him on our mutual love of guns. My deepest
sympathy to all of the family.

John Dale Tyler - April 16, 2021 at 09:05 PM

