Irene Bere
August 23, 1926 - July 4, 2021

Irene M. Bere, 94 of Downers Grove, passed away July 4, 2021 at Oak Trace Senior
Living in Downers Grove, recently moving from Lakeview, Arkansas. She was born August
23, 1926 in Aurora, IL the daughter of the late Sigmond and Elizabeth (Abraham) Bere.

Irene worked for many years at the Merchants National Bank in Aurora and at the time of
her retirement was Vice President in charge of the Women’s Division. She was a graduate
of the American Institute of Banking and was very active in the Business and Professional
Women’s Club of Aurora as well as a member of Second Presbyterian Church. Currently
Irene was a member of the Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals, Arkansas, having served
in various capacities there.

After meeting with Irene, you always knew that she was a force of nature and she never
refused a call for help, always coming to the aid of others while she was able.

Irene is survived by her sister, Bette Gebhart of Downers Grove, IL, three nephews;
James (Jodene) Vanjoske of Brooklyn Park, Minnesota, Jeffrey (Sally) Vanjoske of Supply,
North Carolina and John (Lisa) Vanjoske of Potomac, Maryland; and their children;
Christopher, Aaron and Alex Vanjoske of Minnesota, Megan and Rachel Vanjoske of
Potomac, Maryland and Amanda Holder of Shallotte, North Carolina as well as 9 greatgrand nieces and nephews, relatives in Hungary and many dear friends.
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her sister, Julia Bere Vanjoske.
Funeral service will be held Monday 10:00 a.m. July 12, 2021 at The Healy Chapel, 332
W. Downer Pl., Aurora, Il 60506. In lieu of flowers memorial gifts to Bull Shoals Food
Pantry, 1013 Lakeshore Rd., Bull Shoals, Arkansas 72619 or to Second Presbyterian
Church, 1201 Superior Street, Aurora, IL 60505 are suggested. For further information

please call (630) 897-9291 or visit our website at http://www.healychapel.com to sign the o
nline guestbook.

Events
JUL
12

Funeral Service

10:00AM

Healy Funeral Home
332 W. Downer Pl, Aurora, IL, US, 60506

Comments

“

So sorry to hear of Irene’s passing sweet, sweet lady. She loved having all of her
flower beds clean and often called Steve to do that for her.
Condolences to the family,
Steve and Beverly Maycunich

beverly maycunich - July 07, 2021 at 06:32 PM

“

Irene was a long time member at the Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals, AR., where
I was Secretary for over 10 years. She was a very caring person of service to others.
She and I became close over the years and there was rarely a day to go by that she
didn’t call or come up to the church. She always stepped up to help with anything
that was needed. She was a great mentor for women. I will cherish the time we spent
together and will never forget her. My thoughts and prayers are with her family and
friends.
Christi Partee

Christi Partee - July 07, 2021 at 12:53 PM

“

I am so sorry to learn of Irene’s passing. I got to know here in Mountain Home BPW.
We was an amazing woman and supporter of equality for women. Rest In Peace,
Irene. It was a privilege to call you friend.
Cindy Young

Cindy Young - July 07, 2021 at 08:19 AM

“

Betty & Family,very sorry to hear of Irene,s passing,my condolences to all.She was
an inspiration to me to be thankful and always trust God in everything.She will be
missed by all that knew her and she has been welcomed into heaven for
eternity.Goodbye Ms.Irene Bere,it was my pleasure to know you.

Sammy Chandler - July 06, 2021 at 11:30 AM

