David Harold Sixbey
October 26, 1934 - July 5, 2020

David H. Sixbey, 85, of Flippin died Sunday, July 5. He was born October 26, 1934 in
Tacoma Park, MD to the late Helen and George Sixbey. David is survived by sons Peter,
Patrick and Eric and 7 grandchildren and is wife of 44 years, Jean Sixbey. David was a
retired history professor from Southern Arkansas University in Magnolia where he taught
for 30 years. Mr. Sixbey was an Honor Professor and a Professor Emeritus. He began and
sponsored a Russian exchange program with Moscow University and started SAU’s Black
studies program and sponsored SAU’s first black fraternity. He chaired the faculty senate
and served on various committees on campus. He earned a master’s degree from Duke
University. David loved the game of tennis and taking care of his property in the woods
of Flippin.
Arrangements are by Kirby & Family Funeral and Cremation Services.

Comments

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

James Clark - February 07 at 12:22 PM

“

As president of Phi Alpha Theta (National Honor Society for History) I was gathering
pictures for our chapter portfolio. Our chapter was distinguished that year (and the
following) as "National Best Chapter." Mr. Sixby was a tremendous asset for our chapters
success. He graciously allowed me to photograph him for our chapter portfolio. I doubt he
would have minded me also sharing that same photo here.
Unless from a tennis court, I'll venture that you likely won't find a more authentic Dave
Sixby image than this. I took several courses taught by Mr. Sixby. He taught you how to
think. He is truly missed.
James R. Clark
2/7/2021
James - February 07 at 12:36 PM

“

We just became aware (Dec 28th 2020) of David's passing. We will miss our long
time good friend...and our conversation about world's history, Russian literature and
David's trips to Russia. David played guitar and could sing too. Very very talented
person, Big Heart, all American.
До свидания ("By for now" in Russian), David.
You will live in our memories and hearts.
Your friends -Irena Gourinovich and Charles Newland

Irena Newland - December 28, 2020 at 09:29 PM

“

My Dad (Bill Walker) played chess with David at SAU and has fond memories of him!
He called me today to tell me the news! R I P David!

Tony Walker - October 07, 2020 at 02:07 PM

“

Our condolences to Aunt Jean and family. We are sad in the Sixbey household here
in Annapolis. Uncle Dave struck up quite the e mail friendship with my son
Christopher in the last several years and they corresponded regularly over matters of
history. Christopher was always impressed with how sharp Uncle Dave was and
considered him one of his mentors. We will miss him.
Love,
Tom Sixbey and family

Tom Sixbey - July 12, 2020 at 12:46 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to the family of Dr. Sixbey. I'm one of the participants of
the Russian exchange program he founded and sponsored. I only met Dr. Sixbey a
couple of times in 2005 in Magnolia, but I can say that I owe a lot of what I currently
have to him. Thanks to his exchange program, I came to SAU, and I then came back
here years later to study in grad school and work, and I met my wife through this
program, too. If it hadn't been for Dr. Sixbey, I'd have never come here, so you could
say he literally changed my life, and those of many other students. Thank you for
everything, Dr. Sixbey.
Petr Kandidatov

Petr Kandidatov - July 11, 2020 at 05:11 AM

“

Sincere condolences to Jean and the family! We have wonderful memories of Dave!
Eric and Marilyn Pearce

Marilyn Pearce - July 10, 2020 at 01:41 PM

“

Dear Jean, I am thinking of you and your family. Times with you and David were
special.
I remember that David was working on a book about the massacre of blacks in
Elaine, AR. Did he finish the book? I would love to read it. Hope you are well.
With love, Margot Serdahl

Margot Serdahl - July 10, 2020 at 12:35 PM

“

“

I’d love to read it as well.
Tena Clark Faruque - July 10, 2020 at 02:44 PM

My sincere condolences to the family of David. David was a great colleague and my
mentor at SAU. I am so sorry to hear of his passing.
Svetlana Paulson

Svetlana Paulson - July 09, 2020 at 04:10 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Jean and sons. For those of us who shared Cross Hall
offices at Southern Arkansas University, David was especially generous in navigating
new faculty through Arkansas history, politics, and the Southern culture of SAU’s
region. We will miss his Letters to the Editor: appreciated by so many readers.
Suzanne Jessup

Suzanne Jessup - July 09, 2020 at 01:44 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Dave's passing. We really enjoyed knowing the whole
family while we were in Magnolia. We even get to see Eric every once in awhile and
enjoy Pat on facebook. Sharon really enjoyed playing tennis with Dave.

Sharon Eby - July 09, 2020 at 12:35 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the family of "Dave," a schoolmate in Conway High
School, and a friend for all these years! May Our Lord Bless each of you!! Guy
Ransom, Jonesboro, Arkansas.

Guy Ransom - July 09, 2020 at 11:24 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of David’s passing. I never met him, but always looked forward
to his well written letters to the editor of the Arkansas Democrat Gazette. He shined
his knowledgeable and rational views on a dark world. We had a brief
correspondence when I felt compelled to write him and thank him for his incredible
letters. He told me he thought his letters were like a cry in the wilderness.....that he
doubted that they did much good. I assured him that they did and encouraged him to
continue sharing his views. I wish the family peace and comfort.
Ces Kelso

Ces Kelso - July 09, 2020 at 10:45 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of David Harold Sixbey.

July 09, 2020 at 09:54 AM

“

David was a great colleague. In recent years, I always e-mailed him after his brilliant
letters appeared in the ADG. My prayers and sympathy are extended to Jean and the
boys. Sincerely, Dale Whitman

Dale Whitman - July 09, 2020 at 09:54 AM

“

Berit Bjork lit a candle in memory of David Harold Sixbey

Berit Bjork - July 09, 2020 at 09:45 AM

“

Nedra Wilson lit a candle in memory of David Harold Sixbey

Nedra Wilson - July 08, 2020 at 11:37 PM

